Minutes for
World Citizens Association (Australia)
Annual General Meeting

Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies,

Room 107, Mackie Building K01, University of Sydney

Open: 4.05 pm, Wednesday June 23rd 2010
Close: 4.55 pm, Wednesday June 23rd 2010

Present: Chris Hamer (CH), Wali Islam (WI), Michelle Cavanagh, Michael de Mol (MM), Brett Samuel (BS)
Apologies: Daryl Le Cornu, David Lankshear
Minutes
Adoption of the previous minutes was proposed by MC and unanimously adopted.
Matters arising from minutes
President's Report
New NGOs continue to emerge on the global scene campaigning for democratic global governance. Notable examples provided by CH are listed below.
· WATUN, the World Alliance for Transforming the UN, held their first annual Congress and Model UN Charter Review Conference last year.  In collaboration with the Democratic World Federalists and the Association of World Citizens in California, they are organizing their next Model UN Charter Review Conference in San Francisco on October 20-24th. 
If any of our members were able to attend the meeting, it would be of great value in establishing contacts with those organizations. A preliminary list of speakers will be found in the next bulletin.
· The next Campaign for the Establishment of a United Nations Parliamentary Assembly (CEUNPA) meeting will take place on 4 October 2010 in Buenos Aires, Argentina. From 5-8 October the annual Council Meeting of the World Federalist Movement will take place in Buenos Aires so that both events can be conveniently attended. 
Again, if anyone can attend one or both of these meetings, it would be highly advantageous for us.
· An experiment on the e-Parliament website (www.e-parl.net). The experiment involves linking a global forum the Members of Parliament and Congress that are already elected, creating an online "voting" system and a loose committee structure through which they could meet face-to-face and work on issues of shared interest, thus creating a kind of virtual, informal world parliament -- an e-Parliament. 
It would be good to maintain a regular link with this website, which also asks for citizens comments. CH asks if any of our members like to act as liaison officer?
Secretary's Report
No significant incoming or outgoing correspondence received by either MM or BS.
Treasurer's Report
MC reported that as it stands at the 24th of May 2010 the WCA working account had a balance of $905.43 with no outstanding liabilities. Since the last report three transactions occurred:

· $759.00 to A & L Easy Printing

· $79.50 to Australia Post

· $175.07 to the World Federalist Movement

The aid project account has a balance of $1870.00. Since the last report three transactions occurred:

· $600 to support Bangladesh school for 3 months

· $200 to annual function.

After the meeting closed MC tabled the following reports. MC was unable to submit at the meeting because of computer problems.
World Citizens Association Australia

Statement of Assets and Liabilities as 30/06/2010

CURRENT ASSETS


Brought forward
1/7/2009

 $539.40

Cash at bank



 $2621.00

TOTAL ASSETS



 
$3160.40
CURRENT LIABILITIES
TOTAL LIABILITIES

              

$2204.97

NET ASSETS as at 30/06/2010


$955.43

Statement of Income & Expenditure as at 30/06/2010

INCOME


Membership fees


  440.00


Donations


 1054.00


Transfer from Aid Project a/c
1127.00  



TOTAL INCOME

             $2621.00

EXPENDITURE

Post Box fees



 $79.50

Printing
Expenses


 $831.40

Dept of Fair Trading


 $75.00

World Federalist Movement

 $175.07

Aid Project Funds transfer


 $1044.00




TOTAL EXPENDITURE


$2204.97
 

Aid Project Fund

Statement of Assets and Liabilities as 30/06/2010

CURRENT ASSETS


Brought forward 1/07/2009

$2537.52



Cash at bank



$4174.48

TOTAL ASSETS

 


$6712.00   
TOTAL LIABILITIES


              
$4842.00

NET ASSETS as at 30/06/2010


$1870.00
Statement of Income & Expenditure as at 30/06/2010

INCOME


Donations


 4174.48

TOTAL INCOME

           

$4174.48

EXPENDITURE

Transfer to working account

$1127.00

Monies paid for Bangladesh school

$3715.00

TOTAL EXPENDITURE


$4842.00

Election of Officers 2010-11
CH proposed the re-election of officers as per present positions: accepted nem con.

Report on Bangladesh Project
WI requested CH supply a list of funds given to the aid project so that WI can generate receipts for WCA.
WI reported that Mohammad Rahmatullah, chairman of the Bangladesh Australia Disaster Relief Committee, was inspired by the WCA aid project. Rahmatullah feels the projects are currently underfunded. WI encouraged further fundraising. After we have prepared documents for fundraising he would like the group to discuss document.

CH advised we will have an annual appeal along with renewal of members.
Motion on child protection policy
The following motion was proposed by CH, and unanimously adopted with minor changes allowed.
That the World Citizens Association (Australia) adopt a child protection policy for the administration of the WCA Aid Project Fund and the overseas aid projects which it supports, in accordance with the requirements of AusAID, including the following elements

1. Adhere to:
   a. child-safe recruitment and screening processes, including criminal record checks prior to engagement, targeted interview questions and verbal referee checks, for all personnel (including volunteers) who will be working with children

   b. a documented child protection complaints management procedure, as per Section 8 of the ACFID Code of Conduct

   c. regular provision of child protection training

   d. a child protection code of conduct (as in the sample at Attachment 2), that must be signed by all personnel implementing AusAID-funded activities in-country

   e. a commitment that the organisation will not permit personnel to work with children if they pose an unacceptable risk to children’s safety or wellbeing

   f. a provision in all employment contracts that the organisation has the right to dismiss or transfer to other duties personnel who breach the child protection code of conduct

  g. a documented policy compliance regime, including specified sanctions for breaches, as per the ACFID Code of Conduct

  h. provision for policy review every five years, or earlier if warranted, with the first review to take place in 2013, if not earlier.

2. If the WCA should be responsible for risk assessment for an AusAID activity that involves working with children (including volunteer sending assignments), the risk assessment must cover risks to children.

3. Will comply with all contractual requirements relating to AusAID’s Child Protection Policy.

Education report
CH advised that Daryl Le Cornu, our Education Officer, is submitting a report on the proposed new National Curriculum in Modern History. A summary of the report will be found in the next bulletin.
Coming events
CH reported that he will be acting as convener for a working group at the International Peace Research Association (IPRA) Conference. The conference will be held at Sydney University on the 6th to the 10th of July.
Other business

WI proposed and CH advised he intends to run a joint meeting with CPACS. 

The meeting thus closed at 4:55PM, with most members staying for wine and cheese in the portrait gallery.
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